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Using African Storybooks with
children

The activities and resources on these pagage been tried by
our educationpartners or ourselves when usiddrican
Storybooks with children.

Theyinclude oral work with storybookssking questions and
working with new wordslinking reading and writing activities,
talking aboutstorybookpictures, andots of ideas from
successful reading lessons.

We alsogive a detaileskxample of how to use African Storybookg
for literacy activitiesn a multigrade classroom with children
of different ages.

See also the other guides in this series:
Preparing to use African Storybooks with children
Developing, translating and adaptigrican Storybooks




Contents

Activity I Preparing to use an African Storybook with children........................... 1
Resource:ITypes of reading acCtiVities...........ccccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiereeee e e 1
Activity 2 Retelling the StOIY........cuiiiiiiiiiiii e 2
Activity 3 Making your own colour copies of printed boaks................ccccvvvvvnnneeee. 3
Activity 4 Learning from other teachers...........ccccvvviviiiiiiiiiiiiecceeeeeeeee e, 3
Resource: 2 earning from OUr EXPEIENCES........c.ccuurirriiiiiiierrirrrrrrrrreeeereeaaaaeaaaaeens 5
Activity 5 Talking about PICTUIES..........uviiiiiiii e 7
Activity 8 Working with new wordsg using a word wall..............ccccceeviiiinineeeennns 8
Activity 7 Exploring language in a storybaak...........ccccvviviiiiiieiiieiiiniiiiiiieeeeeeee, 9
ACtiVity 8 ASKING QUESTIONS ...ttt 10
Resource:3Meaningful @NQUINY...........cooiiiiiiiiie e 10
Activity @ Meaningful €NQUITY...........eeeeeeiiiriieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 12
Resource 4AChildren making their own ending to a storybook................ccccuueee 13
Activity 10 Children making newndings to StorybooKs.............cccvvveeeiiiiiiiiennenn. 14
Resource:3Linking reading and WITtiNG...........cooriirrriieeniniiieee e 14
Activity 11 Children acting OUL STOMES..........uuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiireieereeee e e 15
ACLIVItYy 12 WaAllr@adiNg........ceviiiiiiiiiiiiiee et 16
Resource 8Using an African Storybook in a migjtade classroom....................... 17

Saide 'O

19Ameshoff Street
Braamfontein
Johannesburg
www.saide.org.za
www.africanstorybook.org



http://www.saide.org.za/

Preparing to use an African Storybook with children
Choose a storybook that you think the children will enjblyere are lots of ideas for
choosing and collecting storybookstire Preparing to use African Storybooks with children
African Storybook Guideavailable atvww.africanstorybook.orly

Here are some questions that will help you select.

1 What do you think the children will like about this storybook?
Can the children undstand the language used in this storybook?
What questions might the children ask about the story?

What questions could you ask about the story?

What can the children learn from this storybook?
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What activities can you plan that will help them to enjoy agath from the
storybook?

Types of reading activities
Think about some of these ideas to help you plan activities.

1. Topracticereading the words and the picturesn their own:

1 Read alone quietly or while thegre listening to the storybookeing read
Read to each other aloud.

Take books home to read.

Talk about books (worsland pictures) with each other.

Group readirg.

= =4 4 —a -

Identify and read the words, for example, pointing to worlsthe pageusing word
cards,etc.

2. Totalk about their feelings and experiencewith reference to what they are reading

1 Choosebooks

 Askfeelingslj dzS& A2y as F2NJ SEI YLlbe éildittegtonRA R &2 dz F 8
gla f2ad Ay GKS 7T alg® &ith Kiiiend®Hok ouldyoa G KS o028
FSSEtKQISWHERSEAMNI ARy GKAA a02NBK 2Keé 2N gKe

1 Answer questions about their feelings.

3. Tothink aboutwhat they are reading

1 Ask questions, for example, related to the content of the story, or to encourage
children to think about a problem or solution in tiseory.
1 Answer questiongbout story content

1 Meaningful enquiryseeActivity 9, later in this Guide).
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4. Towrite about what they readand toread what they write

1 Adults write down what childressay about stories and pictures.
1 nildren write what they tink andsay about stories and pictures.
1 Read what others have written about stories.

5. Tolearn languagdrom what they read

1 Learn new wordsfind words that mean thesame find words in other languages.
1 Practicepronunciation;learn about other symbol$or example punctuation

Activity 2: Re-telling the story

Here is the method mogif our African Storybooteachers used when they reatbrybooks
with children.How does it compare with yours?

1. Show the larners the piture on the cover and ask themhat the picture might tell
us about the story or characters.

2. Read the title, and talk about what the title tells us about the story.
3141 €SFNYSNB LINBRAOGAGS ljdzSadAirzyas &adzOK
W2 K2 R2 @&2dz GKAY]thelstdrgisknl Ay OKI NI} OGSNJ 2F

4. Introduce any new words before you regésk learners to volunteer the meaning of
new words, so that they can learn from each other too.)

5. Read the storput loud.

6. After the story ask learners some simple questions about the story.
7. Let thelearners ask questions about the story.

8. Retell the story yourself, and ask the learners to help you.

9. Ask if anyone would like to +#ll the story.

Here are somestorybooks for retelling ¢ they havestories and characters that are quite
easy to remember

Father's advice
African Storybook
‘Wiehan de jager

Dog and Crocodile
Candiru Enzikuru Mary
Rob Owen

English

Dog and Crocodile  Baboon chief How tortoise gota CIl G KS NI &
crooked nose



http://www.africanstorybook.org/reader.php?id=17572&d=0&a=1
http://www.africanstorybook.org/reader.php?id=18906&d=0&a=1
http://www.africanstorybook.org/reader.php?id=19763&d=0&a=1
http://www.africanstorybook.org/reader.php?id=19763&d=0&a=1
http://www.africanstorybook.org/reader.php?id=22114&d=0&a=1
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Activity 3: Making your own colour copies of printed books

Thuli Dyonase, working with teachersMsekiPrimary in Gugulethu
(Capelused the olour-in versions of African Storybooks on the
: website

This was the method shesed.

1. Choose adour-in version of an Africant@ybook.Make enough A4 copies tfe
colour-in version of a storybook so that each child gate page of the storybook.
For example: make 5 copies of the saBgage storybook = 40 pages for 40
children; or, make cdps of 4 different storybooks, ¥ 12page storybooks 48
pages for 4&hildren.

2. Give crayons and copied sheets to children to colour in. Encourage the children to
colour freely. Remember we want to encourage creativity, so not all the pictures in
one storybook have ttook the same.

Group leaders collect and order the pages once they have been coloured in.

4. Staple them together into copies of the colearstorybook. Now you have full
colour versions of the colotin storybook!

Activity 4: Learning from other teachers

Here are links$o videos where Emily Mbhele is reading with children at Tholulwazi Literacy
Project in the Lower Molweni Valley in KwaZNlatal, South Africa.

https://youtu.be/kotepvhKimi Emily Mbhele reads a printed blavith children



https://youtu.be/kotepvhKImI
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https://youtu.be/8fCCQag95¥% ! OKAf R Ay 9YAf& aoKStS$§
projected on to the classroom wall.

2Kl G R2 @2dz y2GA0S l62dzi GKS YSGK2R 9YAf&Qa
children?

Here are some of the things that we noticed.
1 Emily makes eye contact with children.

1 Emily makes sure the children hear all the words clearly and understand Stem.
reads slowly, observes their faces, asks questions.

Emily helps children to link the oral word to the written word.

The children can see the book clearly while Emily is reading.

Emily askEINB RA Ol A @S ) #¥Baicd yod ik il Bappérkte i K Q W
Emily asks children questions that make them think.

Emily gives the children time to think before she chooses a child to answer.

Children read individually, aloud, as well as in a group.

=A =_ =4 =4 4 -4 =

If the storybook is being projected, then individual childpsint out a word on the
screen.

Children learn new words, and read them.

=

9 Children help each other.

1 Children are allowed to make mistakes without feeling bad, and when they get an
answer right, the other children are encouraged to clap.

YS


https://youtu.be/8fCCQag954I
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Resource 2: Learning from our experiences

In 2017, we observed a librarian reading with 50 primary school children fmodrecan
storybook projected on the wall in a room in a community library.

The storybook chosen was adaptation of @ Engliststorybook thathad been written by
two boys from the are, calledKidnapped! The children could read thetel 4 storybook
easily in KiswahilKutekva nyari!) but the librarian chose to read theelel 1 version in
EnglishUnlucky day)to teach the children some English in an enjoyable way.

Unlucky dayThe children enjoyed the

Unlucky Day! i
T ey storybook enormouslg an exciting
We% Darecs adventure story in which two boysra
Abraham Muzee kidnapped for ransom.

English

Here is a descriptimof aspects of the kson, anddeas foraddinglearning opportunities
What the librarian did More learning

The librariarasked the children to read th¢ She could have asked a predictive questi
title. They were able to do this easily. Who do you think is unluck§?
She asked what they saw on the cover.
This led to a range of good answers from
the children which helped them practice
their English vocabulakysuch as Y2 K@ R2 @2dz GKAY]
WniformQ4YmberQWroken LIA Ol dzZNB K O

What do you think is going teappen in
this story®


http://www.africanstorybook.org/reader.php?id=14734&d=0&a=1
http://www.africanstorybook.org/reader.php?id=15934&d=0&a=1
http://www.africanstorybook.org/reader.php?id=20892&d=0&a=1
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Theyread pg.1:
My friend Kiki and | walk home from scho

The librariaremphasised the importance
of each child putting himor herself in the
placeofi KS WL Q OKI Nlddi
timeachildd A R 4Oy AZ1KAS [N
the childthat he or shewas inthe story

childrento identify with the characteand
enter into the story

On pg.3 the children could not pronounce
0KS ¢g2NRoMpyp Y LG K& &
asSSy G2 1y2¢ (GKS o
WY | v I ByR.Mnlgne childcould
LINRY 2dzy OS G(GKS 42NR
LG olayQd Of SFNIAT
meaning of¥igarettelbr not. On pgl3
they did not seem to know the word
Wg22RQ

The children continug to read the story to
the end.

The librarian asked: Who was actually
unlucky, the boys who were kidnapped ot
the people whdidnapped them?

She could havdrawn the attention to the
sign pointing backwards, and askétm to
say what it showsShe coul@lso have
asked if anyearners couldecognise or

The librarian needed to spend some time
helping thechildren to pronounce and
understand the words that thefpund
difficult. It would also have helped if the
librarian had used the Kiswabhili word to
further explain these words.

For this group o€hildren,it might have
been better to use an English storybook
with simpler vocabulary.

The session ended before the children ha
chance to reell or talkabout the story.

Often time is too limited!

The librarian could continue with this
storybook the next time these children are
at the library, focusing ohelping them to
read and understanthe words.

If she had th@&esources, the librarian coulc
print A5 storybooks from the website, so
that children could take these home to
read.If parents have cellphones and data,
they could download the African Storylkoc
Reader App, and save this storybook on
their cellphone for children to read.
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Activity 5: Talking about pictures
Look at the pictures in the Mozambig folktale Why Frog is sbigly.

1. What questions could you ask about this picture from the storybook?

2. What conversations could you have with children about this picture?

Nzi faneli aku -
maha yini?
e e

)
2

We had the following ideas for questions:

9 The frog has a speech bubble (or a thought bubbl#)erpicture. What language is
the frog speaking (or thinking in)? What is it saying or thinking?

Do frogs really use language? How do we know?
What colour is the frog in the picture? Are frogs this colour in life?

Does this frog have a tail? frogs usudy have a tail?

=A =4 =4 =4

How many legs does the frog have?

At Kabubbu Development Projea Uganda, we learned from a goedample of how to talk
about story pictures with children.

The teacher projected the storybook onto a screen, and read the storybook &vithiltiien.
'S I 41 SR (HkvmadyKeyd dBeN Be/fibg hERe children talked about
whether the frog has three legs or four legs.

hyS 27F (GKS TS f RNSlYy 52 deNRBéchb Bdamusémedtikfshe 0 1 O1 HQ
children, the teachelooked behind the screen to see if he could see the fourth leg! Then the
children talked about how you can see things differently, depending on where you are
standing.During the conversation there was a lot of discussion about prepositions.

Thislessonon visual literacy helpethe children to understand different ways of 'reading’
pictures in stories, and expressing different opinions about it.


http://www.africanstorybook.org/reader.php?id=7205&d=0&a=1
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Activity 6: Working with new words 7 using a word wall
1. Choose a storybook to read withildren. To prepare

a. ldentifywords in this storybookhat will benew for your children
b. Write word cards for the new words.

2. Show children the word cards you have made, and put them on the word wall.

3. Read the storybook to the childreAfter reading, ask the childrequestions about the
story. Try and use the new words in the questions and encourage children to use the
new words in their answers.

In this example of a word wall, the words are organised alphabetically.

The yellow wordsn the exampleare high frequency Englishwordst 2 NJ SEI YLX $3 Wl f f Q
Wy 2 Q3 Y2 dziTh&greenMmrdsdaie khé names of boys in the class, and the pink

words are the names of the girfBhe purple words are difficult wordsit important

concepts for chilientoknowd T2 NJ SEI YLI S5 Wl OOSLIi+F yOSQTX WTI ANY

Make a word wall to suit the language needs and interests of your children.

You caralsodo lots of things witlthe word cards For example, you can:

Ask children if they know the naming of the word, and discuss the meaning.
Ask children to read the card.

Qap out syllables in the words, pragtig the difficult sounds.

Use the word in a phrase or short sentence.

Identify the sounds in the words, for examjkein thin.

Give examples of how therords can be used in a sentendalk about other words
that sound the same, for exampithQn $hinGsounds the same ath{n 4hinkQ

=A =4 =4 4 -4 A
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Activity 7: Exploring language in a storybook

African
Smrycbook

The African Storybook titl&hicken and Millipedés goodfor working with vocabulary and
language soundsdt is available in over 28 languages.

1. Look at page 10 aZhicken and Millipedeelow.

Chicken burped. Then she
swallowed and spat. Then
she sneezed and
coughed. And coughed.
The millipede tasted
disgusting!

2. What words on thigpagewill be new for the children you work with?

You could write these words on cards, and explain them. But the best way for children to
dzy RSNARGFYR GKSY YAIKG 6S G2 |04 GKSY 2dzid C21
YwaySST SQ yR w0O2dAKQH

3. As youread the sentences on this page, become aware of the rhythm.

What patterns of language are repeated on this pageWw would you draw the
attention of children to these patterns?

4. Choose a storybook in your own language. What language patterns can gion fin
storiesyour own languages?


http://www.africanstorybook.org/reader.php?id=9094&d=0&a=1

Asking questions
1. Choose any storybook that you want to read with the children.

2. After reading thestorybook:

a. Write down questions about the story that you can ask during or after you read it
with the children.

b. Write down questions you think children might ask about the story.

For examplepn page 10 ofchicken and Millipedsou could ask:

1 Why did the chicken burg?

1 WLA AOdNURE (2

f W2K& RAR (GKS YAffALSRS GlraidsS a2 ol RKQ

T WowdoyoukAy]l GKS Y2YYeé YAfttALSRS ¥FStd Ay G(GKAa

Chicken burped. Then she
swallowed and spat. Then
she sneezed and
coughed. And coughed.
The millipede tasted
disgusting!

You can also ask the children what they think happened before this picture, and what
they think will happernn the nextpicture.

The chilren might & | 1j dz5 & Whped@d K 8 A DREZOWSY S GKS YAE A
KFLILISYSR (2 GKS YAffALSRSKQ

We alwaysty to use words from the storybook your questions, especially if they are
new words. Thigiveschildren a chance to practice using those wordgewthey answer
the questions.

Meaningful enquiry

In our experienceyoung children begin to ask questions from as young as two years old.
Like all of us, they appear to ask questions in order to understand the world around them.
We have hearahildren asking questions like:

T What is that?

1 Why did the person do that?

1 Where did something/someone go?
1 How did that happen?

1 Why is that there?

Severaktorybookson the African Storybook website emphasize the vatiasking
questionsHere are somexamples:

10
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Curious Baby

Elephant
| Judith Baker
Wiehan de Jager

Curious baby elephant

Rainbow Visits
The Village
Ursula Nafula
Wiehan de jager

English

Rainbow visits the village

Childrenoften respond to statements that people around them make, or things that they
observe in their environment, by asking questions.

In the storybodx from Rwandakubaza bitera kumerranslated asr I NA T | Q3 wdj dzSa G A2y &
read how Kariza was encouraged by her parents to ask questions. These questions led her to

know the importance of washing hands before agtiShe also learned abouteashing ool

and how to use it.

We believe that we can encourage children to find out more about the world around them
by using stories to raise questions and explore possible answers. In other werdan use
stories for enquiry.

Meaningful enquiry usuallyfollows aprocess of:
1 Asking a question abouta@nRSI 2NJ 02y OSLIid C2NJ SEF YLX S3 Ww?
f Definingthath RS+ 2 NJ 02 y O Sbidé i® a goadNSeiibvie have dbdEiz W
az2zysSz2ysS StasS XaQ
I Turning the definition into more questions that we explore ialogue vith other
LIS2 L) S Ccegatl S&E$ YLY BNE WA GK az2YS2yS L f20SKQ

Often these ideas and concepts are about things that are important and interesting to all
human beings, things that waon't always have an answer tand that different people
have different thoughts aboutn other words, philosophical issues.

Here is a list of issuaghich are common themes in many stories, alavith suggestions of
African $orybooks that could be used to explore thosgsue with childrenYou can find
thesetitles by typing them onthe websiteSearchfor storybooks

11
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Love anchate The boynobody lovedMother-in-lawT [ A 2 Y Theee a
boxes of wealthChild asa peacemaker

Greed and Anansi and vultureGreedy womayElders Old woman in a

selflessness bottle; The girl who got rich

Rich ancpoor azal f STl ;Dcok fof thad dolbking Kayanja and his

daughter, Why is Yayeri great?

Famine angblenty Monkey and the droughMulongo and the ogrelocusts

Good andbad ¢ KS | &Sy tARe and gy ASaNT § Napesthe R 2 f
trickster

Wisdom and Cl (i K S NXXever io@ankigice from an old man

ignorance Unwise judge

Bravery and bl y3aAifl Q&K IO ldzaNy Gtdkolia figiidingdi

cowardice

Sories can encourage children to disctissse issues antb:

1 Ask different types ofjuestions,
including feeling and thinking
questions.

1 Thinkindependently andritically
about the world and events.

Listento others' opinions.
Sharetheir own opinions.

Agree and disagreevith respect
for others.

 Readto find out more.

Activity 9: Meaningful enquiry
Choose a bookdm the list in Resource 3, otieat you think will generate a goodumber

of issues and quations.Read the storybook to children. Ask the children to listen carefully
and think about an idea that is in the storybook.

1. Write each idea, issue, or concept on a separate card as the children suggest them. You
might need to give an example to help tbleildren.

2. For each issue write a questiononthd O1 2F GKS OF NRZ F2NJ SEIl YLX &
Let the children help you to think of the questions. Maybe some of the children are even
able to write the questions themselves. This is valuable leainiitgelf.

From the cards choose one for discussion, or let the children choose one.

4. The children can have an open and guided discussion about the issues.

12



Children making their own ending to a storybook
Thinking of a different ending tostory. A & |y SEOSt t Sy gl & G2 &GAYdA |
imagination and it also helps with comprehension.

At Paleng Library in the mountains of Lesotho, Marion Drew and Khothatso Ranoosi read the
storybookHungry Jackal and the Sour GrapeEknglish and Sesotho with a group of
children.

| Phokojoe E
Lapileng Le
Morara O Bolila

Khothatso Ranoosi
and Marion Drew
Benjamin Mitchley

| Hungry Jackal s
And The Sour
Grapes

Kholeka Mabeta
Benjamin Mitchley

English Sesotho (Lesotho)

They chose the storybook because it is enjoyable, and because they wanted to talk about the
IRA2YZ Wa 2TteNd isThNimilaiSdion ih Sesotho

They read the storyboolind used the projector to show the illustrations, whtbley like

very much. The children enjoyed the storybook (even though the yothgeS§ & RA Ry Qi
dzy RSNBE Gl YRNB KIS & QW¥ 8 z{ii 3

At the end of the lesson, thegsked the children if they could think ofiferent ending to

the story. This led to a great deal of discussion, ending with the development of an extended
version of the storybook both in English and indBes.

The original version of the storybook ended like this:

Jackal was not happy at all. He stopped, looked back at the grapes and thi@ingisie
INI LISa 2271 NBle dafiegd oranalkirg) He was Gungiisdrtbefore.
The new ending readHie this:

Jackal left the orchard. Little Jackal came out from behind theWdée. { Y2 ¢ K2¢g (2 3Si
3 NJ LU8 sail @ himselHe called his three big brothet&ome and helme get these
RSt A OA 2 deaskédNheird®&icn ke themhomean8 | & G KSY®Q

They all stood under the tree and looked atthe gradswg S g At € | £t a&asilyR 2y
o I O littke Jadkal said to his brotherd/hen they were ready, little Jackal climbed right onto

(KS (2L 2F K ANaw litlelRakatdbit fach tielbd@ihfarapese picked

them, and they all went home.

Whenth& 320 K2YSYI WHDY IRAR a§BR HIKBYEKAS IANIF LISEK!
WL KI R I saH #ttk BackaNBHroth€'s helped me to reach that bunch of grapes.

We all stood orach othe® backsTK Sy L O2dz R NBI OK (K2&S 3INI LISao
Wi L OF&FAR Y 2YoKsSedy husbant, lit fs 3 godid thing never to givelfigou

168L) GNBAY3S &82dz sAft adzOOSSRPQ

13


http://www.africanstorybook.org/reader.php?id=2104&d=0&a=1

Using African Storybooks with children

Activity 10: Children making new endings to storybooks
Choose a storyboathat you think could get a new ending.

1. Read the storybook with a group of children.
2. Beforetheendd (12 LJ | WoRdde2YZ GRAY | GKA& ai2NB gAft SyR
3. Each person in the group writes down a new ending on a piece of paper.

4. Read the storybook again, btitis time use one or more ahe new endings from the
group.

5. Decide how you could use the new endings to the stéfijl you ask the children to
write them down? Should they act out their new version of the storybook?

It is possible to adapt the ending§ many of the storybooks on the website and to publish
new versions. You can read more about adapting storybooReueloping, translating and
adapting African StorybooKafrican Storybook Guideavailable on the website).

Resource 5: Linking reading and writing

Thele is a strong connectidmetween reading and writing. You have to know how to read in
order to write otherwise what are you writing will not make sense. But many children can
write their name before they can read properly. It is importantdbildren to understand

the link between reading and writing.

Have a look at the vide@&mily
Mbhele linlsreading and writing

https://youtu.be/R7WOZtUMus8

When we watched the video, we noticed tfalowing

1 When she has finished reading the storybook with the childEmnily asks the
children to write three words that they liked from the story.

9 Individual children read thevords they have written down.
1 Emily returns to the storybook and asks a child to read a page.

1 Emily asks a child to identify a word on that page that they wrote down. Another
child reads the next page, and so on.

1 Emily asks questions about the stosych asWhoissayingthewordsfi G KS &a G2 NBKQ
1 Emily encourages the children to write down words they found in the storybook. So

she is showing them that what we read we can also write.

14
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We can ask the children questions to encourage them to think about what they have
written. These couldbe questions such as:

1 Now that you have written your favourite word, can you find it in the storybook?

1 Does it look the sameQr different?

Activity 11: Children acting out stories

This is a favourite activity with our African Storybook teackidrem acting out individual
wordsin a storybookto role-playing conversations to dramatization of a whole storyhook
even with dessing up

1. Choose a storybook that you think the children can act out and read it to tHem.
there are interesting characters, drexciting action, the story will be good to act
out.

2. Toprepare the children to act the story, involve the children in a discussion about:
T Who are the main characters?
1 What do they do?
1 Which words can you act out?

3. Let the children choose different chatats to act out.

1 You can make labels for the characters to wear, and even hats or costumes for
them to use.

f The children can write out the words that they needto gay K S& R2y Qi KI @S
learn them off by heart.

1 Don't hesitate to add characters to thstory if all the children want to
participate.

At Paleng Library, chilen
acted out a story using dolls

15
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Two of the storybooks that African Storybook teachers have useddmmatisation
TheRain Bd

Paleng Library reported:

The adults told the story in both
languages (Sesotho and English). Then we
told the story again and asked the
children to help us to dramatise it.
Children acted the different people and
animals m the story. We used some props
like boxes to help us, and one child wore a
bird costune that had been donated to

us.

Look at the animals Seped{Diphoofolo tsa ka ggeand in isiZullzilwane Zazepulazni

In Makgatho Primary School in Atteridgeville, the ECD teachers reported that they used
masks to help the children act out this story. As the teacher wasmgattie child wearing
an animal mask would make the sound of their animal. Did you know that the sounds
animals make are different in different languages?

Mpsa e re, "Hou-hou- Inja ikhala ithi, "Hhawu-
hou." Mp3a e nyaka hhawu-hhawu." Inja
meetse. ifuna amanazi.

Activity 12: Wall reading

At MsekiPrimary in Gugulethu, Nokuthuyonasehas a method for dplaying the separate
pages of a storybook, so that children gaad in groupsHere is her method:

1. Select an African Storybook that you would like to use with your class. This can be a new
storybook, or one that the class has already read.

2. Make Adcopies of eaclpage of the storybook, preferably in colour. If you @éav
laminating machine, you can laminate each @aya plastic cover (or you coulde see
through plastic sleeves).

3. Put up theseparate pages of the storybook on tletassroomwalls using Prestick. The
pages should be spaced around the classrdoujn order.
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http://www.africanstorybook.org/reader.php?id=21389&d=0&a=1
http://www.africanstorybook.org/reader.php?id=1221&d=0&a=1
http://www.africanstorybook.org/reader.php?id=2544&d=0&a=1
http://www.africanstorybook.org/reader.php?id=2540&d=0&a=1

Using African Storybooks with children

4. Divide the class into groupd 4 to 5children Each group goes to a page.

5. 9 OK 3INRdzLJ NBFR& GKS LI 3Seyar&rtstarting&Bthe G & LG R2 !
first page of the storyboolMake sure each person in the group gets a chance to read.

6. Then, the groups circulate round the room clockwise until they faiveead the whole
storybook

7. Leave the storyboogagesup on the classroom wall for a week, and thecan pass it
on to a different class.

We thought that his was a gooday for a single book to besed for group and individual
readingnot only with one class, but with many classes

Resource 6: Using an African Storybook in a multi-grade classroom

The mateiial for this resourcés froma videcbased course for Zambian community school
teachers entitlednteractive Learning and Teachigct), produced bySaide

One of the sequences of activities in this course shows a teacher using a bilingual English and
Cinyanja storybook\dikonda/ | enjoy doingn amulti-gradeclassroom.

)Eu

Ndimakonda masewero Ndimakonda kudya

Ndikonda nthambo. zipatso zosiyana siyana.
Richard Ndazye
Wiehan de Jager . L.
EenjoysKipping. I enjoy eating different
fruit.

English Chinyanja ‘

The Grade 1 group used the local language version of the storybgokdticereading and
writing in Cinyanjawhile the Grade2 andGrade3 gioups used the English versidtere is
the method.

WHOLE CLASS READ{fades 1, 2 and 3 together)

1. The teacher prepares by puttirthe separate pages of thetorybook on the wall, and
alsowriting outthe words foreach page on a page of flip chart paper, big enough for
everyone to readShe als@repares black and white copies of the pigs to hand out
to the children
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http://www.saide.org.za/
http://www.africanstorybook.org/reader.php?id=7774&d=0&a=1
http://www.africanstorybook.org/reader.php?id=15575&d=0&a=1

2. Theteacher talks with childrein the local language about what they enjoy doing. She
asks the Grade 2 and 3 learners how they would say these things in English.

3. Then she turns to the local language
story written out on chart paper or
the board. She reads one sentence at
a time, pointing to words as she
reads.

4. She hands out the black and white
copiesof the pictures to children
When she reads a sentence, a learner
holds up the correct picture to
describe the action.

5. Hnally, the teachereads the storybook oubud in English from her copy.
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